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Author Guidelines 

General Structure of the Article
Scientific articles submitted for publication in the Romanian Journal of Information Technology and Automatic Control (RRIA) must be written in Microsoft Office Word 2016® or a compatible version, using correct diacritics, and must follow all editorial instructions in this guide, in the order indicated below:
1. Article Title
· Must be clear, concise, and reflect the content of the text.
· Abbreviations or acronyms are not allowed.
· Every important word starts with a capital letter. Exceptions: grammatical articles (a, an, the), prepositions (in, on, at, among, from, etc.), or short conjunctions (and, or, but, etc.).
· The first letter of the title is always capitalized, regardless of the word type.
· If Romanian authors choose to write the article in English, the title, abstract, keywords, and author presentations must be provided in both Romanian and English.
· For articles signed by foreign authors, the title, abstract, keywords and author presentations shall be written in English only.
· For articles signed by Romanian and foreign authors, the title, abstract, keywords and author presentations shall be written in both Romanian and English.
· Correct order: first the English versions, then the Romanian versions. This order must be followed for all sections (title, abstract, keywords, author presentations) without exception.
· The Romanian translation of the title must be accurate, preserving the meaning of technical terms and avoiding literal translations that could alter their meaning.

1. Authors and Corresponding Author
Authors’ names (e.g. Author1, Author2):
· Full names, with the first name and last name in full capital letters, no initials or abbreviations.
· The names will be listed immediately under the title in bold font, followed by the institutional affiliations and corresponding email addresses.
ORCID number (Open Researcher and Contributor ID):
· It shall be entered according to the MDPI model (https://www.mdpi.com/2076-3417/15/16/9156), immediately after the name of each author.
Corresponding Author:
· Clearly indicate who the corresponding author is.
· Add an asterisk (*) next to the name linking to contact details.
Contact Information:
· Email: full, active email address of the corresponding author.
· Institutional address: university, faculty, department or laboratory, city, country.

1. Institutional Affiliations
· Indicated by numbered notes corresponding to each author (e.g. University X, Faculty Y, City, Country).
· Affiliations listed under the article title must match those in the authors` presentations exactly.
· Information must be correct, complete, and up-to-date, including both institution name and email.
· If an author has multiple affiliations, each of them should be listed separately with the corresponding email addresses. E.g.:
· 1Institution
[bookmark: _Hlk210915154]e-mail
· 2Institution
e-mail

1. Article details
· The date in which the article was submitted to the editorial office/submission date;
· The date in which the article was reviewed/review date;
· The date of acceptance for publication/acceptance date;
· Publication date.
All of the above information shall be completed in accordance with the MDPI template (https://www.mdpi.com/2076-3417/15/16/9156) at the top of the article, before the Abstract and immediately after the authors' affiliations.

1. Abstract
· Written in Romanian and, where applicable, English in a single paragraph, containing 150–250 words.
· Must provide a concise and illustrative summary of the article.
· Should clearly present the purpose, methodology, main results, and conclusions without excessive detail.
· Acronyms should only be used for specialized terms and explained at first mention.
· Written in third person; no citations, references, or footnotes.

1. Keywords
· Minimum 3 and maximum 5 essential terms for thematic identification.
· In Romanian: lowercase initial letters, except for proper nouns, acronyms, or special cases.
· In English: capitalize according to Title Case rules.
· Keywords facilitate indexing in national and international databases and must be chosen carefully.
· Do not use quotes or unexplained acronyms; avoid “etc.” — enumerate all relevant concepts.

1. Introduction
· Present the general context and relevance of the topic, of the study objective and methodology.
· Offer a concise synthesis of previous research and clearly define the study aims and objectives.
· Conclude with a brief overview of the article structure by sections to guide the reader.

1. Main Body
· Maintain academic structure, objectivity, formal tone, argumentation based on credible sources, proper author/theory citation (Harvard citation style), and critical analysis.
· Structured into sections and logically numbered subsections:
· Example:
0. Section
1.1 Subsection 
1.1.1 Sub-subsection
· Sections should not start with a table or figure; these must be introduced with a brief explanation and discussed in the text.

1. Discussion
· This section, placed before the conclusions, should interpret and explain the previously presented results, discuss their implications, and compare them with the results in the literature without introducing new data.

1. Conclusions
· Summarizes the results and proposes possible directions for future research.

1. Author contributions
· These shall be provided in accordance with the MDPI template (https://www.mdpi.com/2076-3417/15/16/9156) and shall be placed at the bottom of the article, after the Conclusions and immediately before the Acknowledgements section.

1. Acknowledgments (optional)
· May express gratitude to individuals or institutions.
· Can mention institutional support, collaborators, or funding sources.
· Not mandatory in all articles, but common in extensive studies or collaborative research.

1. References / Bibliography
· Must follow the journal’s Harvard citation style.
· Bibliography lists all the consulted sources, whether cited or not, including works with an impact on the article.
· References must correspond to in-text citations; all citations in the text must appear in the reference list (Harvard citation style).
Note:
· The full article, including Acknowledgments and References, should be continuous text without “Section Breaks.”
Text Formatting Guidelines
 1. Section and Subsection Titles: 
- Main sections (Introduction and main sections): Times New Roman, 14 pt, bold. 
- Subsections: Times New Roman, 12.5 pt, bold. 
- Sub-subsections: Times New Roman, 12 pt, bold.
1. In-text Citations:
· Author-year system, Harvard citation style, between round brackets.
· Examples:
· Single author: Smith (2020) states… or … (Smith, 2020)
· Two authors: Brown & Taylor (2018) claim or … (Brown & Taylor, 2018)
· Three or more authors: Johnson et al. (2019) demonstrate… or … (Johnson et al., 2019)
· Organizations as authors: use full name for the first citation (e.g. Ministry of Health, 2006), the acronym afterwards.
· If the name is too long, one can use an acronym on the first mention (Ministry of Health [MH], 2006) and then use the acronym in the following citations (MH, 2006).

· Without year (n.d.): Smith (n.d.) proposes an alternative methodology or … has already been proposed in the specialized literature (Smith, n.d.);
· Without author and year: Anon. (n.d.) suggests new research directions, or … New research directions were suggested (Anon., n.d.).
· Works by the same author:
· They are ordered chronologically: (Popa, 2018; Popa, 2020);
· From the same year: (Popa, 2020a; Popa, 2020b);
· Direct quotes: 
· Include page number (Radu, 2017, p. 45).
· Online sources 
· European Commission (2025) European Education Area. https://education.ec.europa.eu [Accessed: 16th October 2025].
· In-text citation: (European Commission, 2025)

Remember!
· All references cited in the text of the paper must appear in the reference list and vice versa.
· “et al.” should be used both for in-text citations (according to the Harvard citation style) and for references if a work has more than three authors (for references, after the name of the third author).

General Formatting

0. Size and general format of the article:
· Page size: A4 (21 x 29.7 cm).
· Maximum number of pages: 14, including references and author presentations.
· Footnotes are not allowed and should not be used.
· Page margin settings:
· Top: 2.24 cm;
· Bottom: 2.54 cm;
· Inside: 3 cm; 
· Outside: 2.5 cm; 
· Gutter: 0 cm.
2.   Fonts and styles: 
· For the body text - Times New Roman, 11 pt, justified.
· Line spacing: single; paragraph spacing: 6 pt before/after.
· First-line indent: 1.0 cm.
· Font sizes for section titles: 
· Article title: 18 pt; 
· Abstract: 10 pt (including text font); 
· Keywords: 10 pt (including text font); 
· Introduction/Main sections: 14 pt; 
· Subsections: 12.5 pt; 
· Sub-subsections: 12 pt.
1. Figures, Tables, Equations:
· Equations: MathType - minimum version 6.9, numbered between round brackets (continuous numbering) on the right margin of the page, for example:  E = mc² (1). 
· Equations must be clear and legible, with standard symbols and consistent with the text of the articles.
· Tables: Insert → Table, maximum width 15.5 cm, numbered with the title above, aligned to the center, source below, if external.
· Tables must be numbered (continuous numbering) and labeled, for example:                  Table 1. Table title;
· The title of the table is placed above the table, aligned to the center.
· If the table comes from an external source, this is clearly mentioned below the table (in 10 pt font), for example: (Author, Year).
· Table content should be clear and well organized, with visible lines and a legible text.
· Figures/Charts: final size, PNG, ≥300 dpi, “In line with text,” numbered, title below, source below if external.
· The figures must be created at the final size at which they will appear in the printed publication.
· All images, diagrams, and photos must be submitted in PNG format, with a resolution of at least 300 dpi at the maximum size used.
· Artificially increasing the resolution with an editing program does not improve image quality.
· It is recommended to check the quality of the illustrations through a paper sample before final submission.
· The Layout setting must be: ʺIn line with textʺ.
· The numbering of figures should be continuous using Arabic numerals (Figure 1, Figure 2 etc.) and figures should be placed, as much as possible, on the page where they are mentioned in the text.
· Diagrams should be created as a ʺGroupʺ for an easy manipulation in the document.
· The title of the figure is placed below the figure, aligned to the center (in 10 pt font).
· If the figure comes from an external source, this should be clearly mentioned under the title, for example: (Author, Year).
1. References Examples:
· The reference list should be written in strict alphabetical order, according to the last name of the first author of an article.
· Whenever changes (additions, deletions, or corrections) occur, the entire list must be rearranged accordingly.
· All bibliographic references must be found in the text of the paper and at the same time, all in-text citations must appear in the reference list.
· The Harvard citation style is used, with respect to punctuation, the order of elements, and unit formatting. 
· Examples of bibliographic references and the corresponding in-text citations:
· Journal article: Singh, K., Kumar, A. & Gupta, M. K. (2022) Applications and analytics of bioinformatics, healthcare informatics for modern healthcare system. Romanian Journal of Information Technology and Automatic Control. 32(4), 69-76. https://doi.org/10.33436/v32i4y202206. Cite as: (Singh, Kumar & Gupta, 2022)
· Preprint article: Oliu, M., Selva, J. & Escalera, S. (2017) Folded Recurrent Neural Networks for Future Video Prediction. To be published in European Conference on Computer Vision. [Preprint] https://arxiv.org/abs/1712.00311 [Accessed: 15th June 2017]. Cite as: (Oliu, Selva & Escalera, 2017)
· Book (print): Weidmann, C. & Teuber, L. (2009). Conception and Installation of System Monitoring. New York, Galileo Press. Cite as: (Weidmann & Teuber, 2009).
· Online/electronic book: Carter, M. (2020) Designing Science Presentations: A Visual Guide to Figures, Papers, Slides, Posters, and More. 2nd edn. London, Academic Press. Cite as: (Carter, 2020)
· Book chapter: Pilkington, M. (2016) Blockchain Technology: Principles and Applications. In: Olleros, F.& Zhegu, M. (eds.) Research Handbook on Digital Transformations. Cheltenham, Edward Elgar Publishing, pp.225-253. Cite as: (Pilkington, 2016)
· Conference volume article: Lorenz, G.V. & Buhtz, K. (2017) Social influence in technology adoption research: a literature review and research agenda. In: Ramos, I., Tuunainen, V. and Helmut Krcmar, H. (eds.) Proceedings of the 25th European Conference on Information Systems, ECIS 2017, 5-10 June 2017, Guimarães, Portugal. Atlanta, Georgia, Association for Information Systems. pp. 2331-2351. Cite as: (Lorenz & Buhtz, 2017).
· Article without a known place of publication and without a known publisher:
Roto, V., Law, E.-C. & Vermeeren, A. et al. (2011) User experience white paper: Bringing clarity to the concept of user experience. s.n., s.l.. Cite as: (Roto et al., 2011)
· Thesis: Leclercq, L. (2004) Apport du stockage inertiel associé à des éoliennes dans un réseau électrique en vue d’assurer des services systems. PhD thesis, Lille University. Cite as: (Leclercq, 2004).
· Report: Financial Conduct Authority (2017) Discussion Paper on Distributed Ledger Technology. Discussion Paper: DP17/3. https://www.fca.org.uk/publication/discussion/dp17-03.pdf [Accessed: 15th June 2018]. Cite as: (Financial Conduct Authority, 2017)
· Online source: Hammersley, H. (2017) Concerned about Brexit? Why not become an e-resident of Estonia. https://www.wired.co.uk/article/estonia-e-resident [Accessed 15 June 2017]. Cite as: (Hammersley, 2017).
· Sources without year:
· Print/PDF offline: Smith, J. (n.d.) Fundamentals of Machine Learning. London, Academic Press. Cite as: (Smith, n.d.)
· Online: Smith, J. (n.d.) Fundamentals of Machine Learning. London, Academic Press. www.sciencedirect.com/book/9780128145099. Cite as: (Smith, n.d.)
· Sources without author and without year (title + n.d.):
In this case, the “Anon.” abbreviation shall be used, followed by the mention “(n.d.)”:     Anon. (n.d.)  Cite as: (Anon., n.d.)

Remember!
According to the Harvard style, the year to be listed in the reference list should be related to the volume and journal issue in which the article was published, even if the first online publication was a year earlier.
Example: Lucas, T.W. & Turkes, T. (2004) Fitting Lanchester equations to the battles of Kursk and Ardennes. Naval Research Logistics. 51(1), 95–116. https://doi.org/ 10.1002/nav.10101.
- “et al.” should be used both for in-text citations (according to the Harvard citation style) and for references if a work has more than three authors (for references, after the name of the third author).

Example: Koçak, B., Ponsiglione, A., Stanzione, A. et al. (2025) Bias in artificial intelligence for medical imaging: fundamentals, detection, avoidance, mitigation, challenges, ethics, and prospects. Diagnostic and Interventional Radiology. 31(2), 75-88. https://doi.org/10.4274/dir.2024.242854.

Author Biographical Notes

At the end of the article, after the list of references, a short presentation for each author is included. It must be written in the third person and include the following elements: 
· Photo or placeholder (*** if not provided)
· Full name (First Name LAST NAME)
· Academic/professional title (e.g.: …PhD, Prof., Senior Lect., Lect., Eng., Scientific Researcher etc.);
· Education (Bachelor, Master, PhD studies, other relevant specializations)
· Research interests (1-2 main fields, concisely)
· Relevant specializations
· Professional activity (1 line): „Professor la University X” or „Researcher at the Institute Y”;
· Key publications (1-2 representative works or a general statement)
· Optional contact link
Biographical notes should be in both Romanian and English (only for papers with Romanian authors).

Final Review:

· Whether requested or not, an article review should always be performed before the final submission. This represents an academic and deontological standard.
· Re-read the article with maximum attention, word by word.
· Check the correctness of the formatting, numbering, and placement of all tables, figures, and equations.
· Ensure that references and examples are complete and correct;
· Confirm that the article fully complies with the requirements of the journal`s editorial board  and academic standards.

This stage is essential for professionalism, clarity, and integrity. Going through this final step minimizes the risk of incomplete and erroneous information and supports a high standard of academic presentation.
